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Officers belonging to IAS,
IPS and India Forest

Services (IFS) may have to lose
their job if they overstay on for-
eign assignments for more than
a month without permission. As
per the new rules being finalised
by the Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT), the move
is being made as it has been
noticed that some bureaucrats
were not reporting back to
India after completion of their
foreign postings. 

Presently, there are ten IAS
officers who are at present on
unauthorised leave and neces-
sary action is being taken
against them and few of them
were also proceeding on unau-
thorised leave soon after com-
pleting their tenure abroad. 

According to new DoPT
directives, if an IAS, IPS and
IFS remains unauthorisedly
absent after the sanctioned
period of leave, study leave or
tenure of foreign assignment,
there would be a one month
waiting period. Thereafter the
State Government concerned
under whose cadre the officer
hails from, would issue a show-
cause notice giving an ultima-
tum to the officer to explain his
overstay or delay, if any, in join-
ing back. 

“If the officer does not
return to duty, the State
Government concerned shall
initiate proceedings of deemed
resignation and forward a pro-
posal to the Centre for effect-

ing it within next two months,”
said the DoPT order. 

And in case the State
Government fails to comply
with these instructions, the
Central Government shall ini-
tiate proceedings of deemed
resignation suo motu. As per
existing rules, no officer of the
three all India services shall be
granted leave of any kind for a
continuous period exceeding
five years.

Also, an officer shall be
deemed to have resigned from
service if he is absent without
authorisation for a period
exceeding one year from the
date of expiry of sanctioned
leave or continues on foreign
assignment beyond the period

approved by the Central
Government. The DoPT has
sent the new draft rules for
comments to Chief Secretaries
of State Governments and
Union Territories. 

Recently senior IAS officer
Shishir Priyadarshi has deemed
to have resigned from the ser-
vice for being on unauthorised
leave for over nine years. In
April this year, another IAS
officer Prashant was deemed to
have resigned from service.
He was on August 18, 2009
appointed as Senior Disaster
Risk Management Specialist at
the Global Facility for Disaster
Reduction and Recovery under
the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas in Washington.
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With President Pranab
Mukherjee regretting the

fact that India still lagged
behind some of its neighbours
in achieving 100 per cent liter-
acy, the Centre on Tuesday set
a target of achieving cent per
cent literacy in at least villages
adopted under the Saansad
Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY)
by March 2016.

“We have written to the
MPs requesting them the vil-
lages they have identified under
the Sansad Adarsh Gram
Yojana, we will make such vil-
lages 100 per cent literate by
March 2016,” HRD Minister Smriti Irani said at the

International Literacy Day func-
tion. Noting that there are 410
districts where villages have
identified under the SAGY, she

expressed confidence of accom-
plishing the target.

Earlier, Mukherjee noted
that literacy alone can bring
development, empowerment

and sustainability and achieve
desired goals set under the
Saakshar Bharat and Swachchh
Bharat Abhiyan programmes.
He also stressed on the need for
greater “societal involvement” in
achieving higher literacy target
and reminded of the UNESCO
slogan of “each one teach one”,
saying by adopting such strate-
gy, “it will be possible for us to
fulfill the dream of sakshaar
Bharat, Swachchh Bharat and
the Bharat of our dream”.

“Without literacy, India
cannot claim its pride of place
among the comity of nations.

From 18 per cent in 1951 to
72.5 per cent in 2011, we are
still behind. Many of our sister
developing countries, including
those in South Asia have
almost 100 per cent literacy
rate. While we have fixed a tar-
get of 80 per cent literacy in
country by end of 12th Five
Year plan, we have to ensure
that the gender gap in literacy
should not be more than 10 per
cent,” said the President in his
ILD address at Vigyan Bhawan.
Tamil Nadu was felicitated as
the “best performing State” by
the President.
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After Ramcharitmanas, an e-version of
the collected works of Mahatma

Gandhi, was launched on Tuesday to
make his writings available to the world
on a digital platform. Called the digital
version of “Collected works of Mahatma
Gandhi”, it was released by Information
& Broadcasting Minister Arun Jaitley. 

It includes 100 volumes of his col-
lected works in the form of two DVDs and
uplinking the data on the Gandhi Heritage
Portal. Gandhi’s writings, scattered all over
the world, have been collected and con-
structed with stringent academic disci-
pline as part of the project.

“He was a lawyer by profession, yet
he could write on medicine, economic
affairs, issues related to Independence
movement, social issues, global relation-
ships, religion; there may be hardly a sub-
ject on which he may not have spoken on
written,” said Jaitley on the occasion. 

Earlier, the Publications Division
under I&B Ministry had published the
collection of Gandhi’s works, in English
as well as Hindi, in 1994. The Collected

Works of Mahatma Gandhi runs into over
55,000 pages. 

The digital project would provide an
international window to those interested
in writings of Gandhiji which include
books and articles published in various
periodicals, said the I&B officials. The e-
project was being worked on by the pub-
lications division of the I&B Ministry with
support from Gujarat Vidyapith based in
Ahmedabad since the past four years. 

It was supervised by a three-mem-
ber committee of experts comprising
Prof Sudershan Iyengar, former vice
chancellor of Gujarat Vidyapith,
Dinaben Patel, an eminent Gandhian
scholar and Tridip Suhrud, director
Sabarmati Ashram Preservation and
Memorial Trust,  Gujarat Vidyapith is
a university founded by Mahatma
Gandhi in 1920 as part of the Non
Cooperation Movement. 

Sources in the Ministry informed that
efforts are on digitise the vast resources
of other eminent persons with a global
standing and recall. In a way, the move
would also help the Government spread
India’s soft power abroad, they said. 
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Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday

said the strength of Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) will be increased to two
lakh. CISF is a 1.47 lakh per-
sonnel strong force. Singh was
speaking at the after reviewing
the passing out parade of
Assistant Commandants and
Sub-Inspectors of CISF at the
National Industrial Security
Academy (NISA). 

“We have set a target...
Slowly we want to increase the
CISF strength to two lakh.
The faith in CISF is growing
not only among the country-
men, but also in Home
Ministry and Central
Government, and that’s why we
want to increase their strength,”
said Home Minister.

“Women represent 5.04
per cent of CISF force. The
Centre had issued a circular to
Union Territories wherein they
have been directed to recruit 33
per cent women in police 
forces and similarly participa-
tion of women should increase
in Central paramilitary forces,”
he added.

“Among Central Armed

Police Forces (CAPFs), I believe
if any force which will be the
first to achieve the target of
implementing 33 per cent
reservation for women, it will
be CISF,” Singh said. The Home
Minister added that in the era
of globalisation and liberalisa-
tion, the role of CISF, tasked to
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secure the country’s major civil
airports and installations in the
aerospace and nuclear domain,
has got diversified and expand-
ed as India progressed.

Speaking about the securi-
ty scenario, the Home Minister
said anti-India forces were tar-
geting key installations and
increased attempts in cyber
crime areas. “Anti-India forces
will make continuous attempts
to weaken India from eco-
nomic and strategic point of
view. And hence, you (CISF)
need to face this challenge and
I am hopeful you will emerge
victorious,” Singh said.
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